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Introduction
Over the past few weeks, we have been exploring a powerful truth: God often works through restraint. None of us naturally enjoy seasons of waiting, limitation, or uncertainty. When we find ourselves in those moments, it can feel as though God has gone silent, as though progress has stopped, or as though our prayers are being delayed. Yet Scripture repeatedly shows us that God's greatest preparations often happen in hidden places. When Joseph was in prison, it looked like a setback. When Saul of Tarsus disappeared into obscurity after his conversion, it looked like a delay. Yet God was not withholding their purpose—He was preparing them for it.
The beautiful thing about restraint is that it gives us perspective. Looking back, we often realize that what felt like restriction was actually protection. What felt like delay was actually development. What felt like God saying "no" was often God saying, "not yet." Like pieces of a puzzle, every season eventually finds its place, and when we step back, we begin to see the larger picture that God was building all along. We have learned that restraint is both necessary and temporary. God does not restrain His children indefinitely. There comes a moment when preparation gives way to responsibility, when waiting gives way to opportunity, and when God entrusts us with what He has been preparing us for.
But today I want us to consider something different. We often talk about breakthrough. We talk about answered prayers. We talk about open doors. We talk about increase. We talk about promotion. But have you ever thought about the day after? The day after David defeated Goliath. The day after Joseph became Prime Minister of Egypt. The day after Saul became king. The day after the prayer is answered. The day after the miracle arrives. The day after the blessing finally comes. Because that is where many people fail not in the waiting, wilderness or restraint but in abundance.
Many people know how to pray for more, but very few know how to manage more. Throughout Scripture, God is not only concerned with what He can place into our hands. He is equally concerned with what our hands will do with what He places there. Why do you think an 11 day journey for the Israelites became 40 years.. he needed them to be ready for the blessing he was preparing them for.
You see, restraint is not the end of the process. Restraint is preparation for stewardship. The very lessons God teaches us in the waiting season are the same lessons we will need when the blessing arrives. Because receiving something from God is one thing. Managing it according to His purpose is another. And often the greatest test is not whether we can survive restraint, but whether we can remain faithful after God has elevated us.
Today I want us to look at what it means to be God's stewards—to understand that everything we have, everything we are, and everything we have been entrusted with ultimately belongs to Him. The Kingdom of God operates differently from the kingdoms of this world. The world teaches ownership. The Kingdom teaches stewardship. The world says, "This is mine." God says, "I have entrusted this to you." Understanding that difference changes the way we view every blessing, every opportunity, and every responsibility.
In Greek, the word for steward is oikonomos — derived from oikos (house) and nomos (management or law). It refers to the careful, responsible, and ethical management of something entrusted to one's care on behalf of another. In other words, a steward is a middle man. Fundamentally, a steward is a caretaker rather than an owner. Let's apply this to our occupations. How many of us here are managers? Okay, and your job requires responsibility, right? At the end of the day, we answer to someone above us concerning how we have managed the duties entrusted to us.
We understand that there are both rewards and consequences attached to the management of responsibilities given, and therefore we do our best. In our personal lives, however, this concept is often overlooked because society tends to identify whatever it has acquired as its own. We have this notion that we can do as we please with what we have because we believe it was obtained through our own strength and achievements. However, when we take a deeper look as sons and daughters of God and how He has called us to live, we discover that this is not the standard of the Kingdom.
Psalm 24 reminds us: "The earth is the Lord's, and everything in it. What does that mean?
Nothing belongs to us. We are only stewards of everything that belongs to God. What He gives, He can take away. We have never controlled whether there is enough oxygen in the air for us to breathe, nor have we determined the number of our days.
Having reverence for God's authority means acknowledging that we possess no ultimate ownership and that our lives are in His hands. Therefore, we cannot simply do as we please. Yet in His love, God gives us free will. It is up to us whether we choose to live by our own standards or as sons who recognize that everything belongs to Him and has merely been entrusted to us for a season. Think about a child that depends on his parents,  he might think in a certain way but nothing he has belongs to him. He might have his own space if privileged and may get an allowance to call his own but ultimately that came from his parents and he is accountable to them for his life and decisions in their care.
Matthew 18:3, ‘and Jesus said, “Verily I say unto you, unless ye be converted and become as little children, ye shall not enter into the Kingdom of Heaven.
A mind-set like this drastically shifts how we walk through life. We no longer seek God only when things are falling apart. We become dependent on Him in every decision, every blessing, and every circumstance. We walk through life with a different kind of confidence—one that knows God is leading in both valley and mountaintop experiences.
Jeremiah 17 gives us insight into this kind of faith and trust in the Lord and what it produces. But if everything belongs to God, why then do we need stewardship? If we remember the beginning, when God created Adam, His intention was to extend His family. All creation exists as a gift from the Father to the Son.
Colossians 1:16 says: "For in him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible... all things have been created through him and for him."
If creation was made through Christ and for Christ, and we have been adopted into His family, then surely we were always going to be blessed and entrusted with responsibility. In Genesis, God gave mankind dominion over the earth. The Hebrew word used is radah—to rule, govern, guide, and oversee. It carries the imagery of a shepherd-king. Biblical kings were expected to guide, protect, and care for those under their authority. This was never intended to be tyranny. It was stewardship. Careful management on behalf of God.
Through stewardship, God partners with His sons and daughters to establish His purposes on the earth. We see this perfectly through Jesus. Although He was the Son of God, He understood a principle we must all embrace: He came to fulfil the Father's will and not His own.
John 6:38 says: "For I have come down from heaven not to do my will but to do the will of him who sent me." 
When God blesses us after a season of restraint, it is preparation to steward that blessing for His purposes. Now some might ask: "Do we get to enjoy any of the blessings?" Of course we do. God is a loving Father who delights in giving good gifts to His children. But we must never become so consumed by ambition that we forget the mission.
In Luke 12: 42 Jesus says: Who then is the faithful and wise manager, whom the master puts in charge of his servants to give them their food allowance at the proper time? 43 It will be good for that servant whom the master finds doing so when he returns 
Without effective stewardship, God's plans cannot be fully established through us. 1 Peter 4:10 reminds us: "Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God's grace in its various forms."
In examining the lives of two kings—Saul and David—we find a striking pattern. Both men come from similar beginnings. From Fields to thrones  Both are drawn from ordinary responsibility and are entrusted with leadership over Israel. Yet despite these similarities, their outcomes diverge sharply. This raises a critical question: what determines whether a person can steward what God entrusts to them? To understand this, we will walk through four key traits required for effective stewardship revealed in their lives: sacrifice, strategy, steadfast faith, and self-control.
But first let’s begin where God often starts ..the ordinary 
The first king of Israel was a man named Saul. Saul did not begin his journey in pursuit of a throne. We meet him while he is carrying out a simple but responsible task—searching for his father’s lost donkeys. When they could not be found, Saul did not give up quickly. He went further than expected, covering more ground than required, showing diligence in something that seemed insignificant.
This detail is important: before Saul was trusted with leadership over a nation, he was tested in responsibility over someone else’s property. It is in this ordinary moment that God begins to move.
Scripture describes Saul as physically impressive—taller than anyone else in Israel. Yet inwardly, he was hesitant and even uncertain of his calling. When Samuel announces that he is chosen as king, Saul responds with disbelief, saying his clan is the least in Israel. Later, when it is time to present him publicly, he is found hiding among the luggage (1 Samuel 10:22).
This tension is important: Saul is chosen by God, but still learning how to carry what God has placed on him. Before Saul even arrives to Samuel, God has already spoken “About this time tomorrow I will send you a man from the land of Benjamin. Anoint him ruler over my people Israel; he will deliver them from the hand of the Philistines. I have looked upon my people, for their cry has reached me.” (1 Samuel 9:15–16)
This reveals something foundational: elevation is never random—it is always assignment-based. God does not elevate people for status. He elevates them for service. Saul was not chosen to be admired. He was chosen to deliver. And this is where stewardship begins.

In contrast, David is introduced in a completely different setting, yet a similar role. He is a shepherd—overseeing his father’s sheep. Unlike Saul, David is not seeking lost animals in crisis, but faithfully tending what has already been entrusted to him in isolation. He is overlooked by his own family. When Samuel comes to anoint a king, David is not even invited to the initial gathering. Yet God interrupts the selection process with a defining statement:
“Man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.” (1 Samuel 16:7)
David is chosen not because he is seen by men, but because he is seen by God. What distinguishes David is not position, but posture. Even before authority is placed in his hands, worship, obedience, and dependence on God are already formed in his heart. This is critical for stewardship: God does not first entrust influence—He first develops alignment. After receiving the blessing how do we remain faithful after receiving it 
1. Sacrifice — Releasing Ownership While Maintaining Responsibility
Stewardship always requires sacrifice. A common misunderstanding is that blessing removes sacrifice. In reality, blessing often increases the level of sacrifice required. When Saul and David entered kingship, they received something extraordinary from God. They were elevated from ordinary lives into positions of influence and authority. Yet receiving the throne was not the end of sacrifice—it was the beginning of a new kind of sacrifice.
Many people assume that once the prayer is answered, the hard part is over. Yet stewardship begins where receiving ends. The challenge is no longer, "Can I trust God to give it?" The challenge becomes, "Can God trust me with it?" Sacrifice in stewardship means recognising that what God has entrusted to us still belongs to Him.
It means:
· holding God's blessings with open hands rather than closed fists
· remaining submitted to God after success arrives
· refusing to allow the gift to become more important than the Giver
· using what God has entrusted for His purposes rather than only personal gain
This is where Saul began to fail. Initially, he appeared humble and dependent upon God. However, over time, his attachment shifted from God to the throne. His identity became wrapped up in maintaining his position. When confronted about his disobedience regarding the Amalekites, Saul's concern was not primarily that he had grieved God. His concern was how he appeared before the people. The blessing had become something he possessed rather than something he stewarded.
David, despite his failures, maintained a different posture. Even after becoming king, he continually recognised that the kingdom belonged to God. After his sin with Bathsheba, David did not cry out for God to preserve his kingdom. Instead he prayed: "Do not cast me from your presence or take your Holy Spirit from me." David understood that God's presence was more valuable than God's gifts.
Practically, this speaks directly to us.
When God blesses us financially, stewardship may require the sacrifice of generosity.
When God gives us influence, stewardship may require the sacrifice of remaining humble.
When God blesses us with a successful career, stewardship may require the sacrifice of maintaining integrity when compromise could bring greater gain.
When God blesses us with ministry opportunities, stewardship may require continuing to serve faithfully even when recognition increases.
The true test is often not whether we can wait for the blessing.
The true test is whether we can continue surrendering it back to God after we receive it.
2. Strategy — Seeking God's Direction After the Blessing
Receiving a blessing from God does not eliminate our need for God's guidance. In fact, the greater the responsibility, the more desperately we need His direction. Both Saul and David inherited the responsibility of leading a nation. They had armies to command, resources to manage, people to protect, and enemies to confront. Neither could afford to lead carelessly. The difference was where they sought direction. David repeatedly inquired of the Lord. Even after becoming king, he never assumed that yesterday's success guaranteed today's wisdom. He continually sought God's counsel.
Saul, however, slowly shifted from dependence to self-reliance. His decisions became increasingly reactive, emotional, and pressure-driven. Instead of seeking God's wisdom, he often acted according to what seemed best in the moment. Stewardship requires strategy, but strategy must remain connected to God.
It means:
· continually seeking God's wisdom after receiving the blessing
· refusing to assume that success makes us self-sufficient
· allowing God to direct our decisions rather than our emotions
· remaining teachable even when we have experience
Many people seek God intensely before receiving a blessing. They pray fervently before starting the business. They seek counsel before entering marriage. They fast before launching a ministry. Yet once the blessing arrives, prayer decreases and self-confidence increases. This is often where stewardship begins to deteriorate. Practically, when God blesses us with financial increase, strategy means continually seeking wisdom regarding spending, saving, investing, and giving.
When God blesses us with leadership, strategy means seeking God's wisdom for how to lead people well.
When God blesses us with influence, strategy means asking how that influence can best serve His purposes.
When God blesses us with opportunities, strategy means discerning which opportunities align with His will and which merely appeal to our ambition.
David teaches us that no amount of success removes our need for God's guidance.
3. Steadfast Faith — Continuing to Depend on God After Success
One of the greatest dangers of stewardship is that blessings can slowly create the illusion of independence. What once required faith can eventually begin to feel manageable in our own strength. David never stopped needing God. The same faith that enabled him to face Goliath was the faith required to govern a kingdom. Faith is not merely how we enter God's promises. Faith is how we remain faithful within them.
Steadfast faith means:
· continuing to depend on God after success arrives
· trusting God when responsibilities increase
· remembering the source of every blessing
· refusing to substitute confidence in God with confidence in self
Saul gradually lost this posture. As challenges intensified, fear increasingly influenced his decisions. Rather than seeking God, he sought alternative sources of security. His decline culminated in consulting a medium rather than seeking the Lord. What began as dependence slowly became self-reliance and fear. Many believers experience the same temptation. When God first blesses us, we recognise our need for Him. But after years of success, experience, and familiarity, it becomes easy to rely on our own abilities. We begin trusting our knowledge more than God's voice.
Our resources more than His provision.
Our networks more than His favour.
Our plans more than His leading.
Steadfast faith reminds us that the God who provided the blessing remains the One who sustains it.
That saying if it’s from God ,you won’t have to sin to keep it .
The blessing was never meant to replace dependence.
It was meant to deepen it.
4. Self-Control — Protecting What God Has Entrusted
If sacrifice teaches us how to hold a blessing, strategy teaches us how to manage it, and faith teaches us how to depend on God within it, then self-control teaches us how to protect it. Self-control is one of the clearest indicators of stewardship maturity. Jesus teaches: "From everyone who has been given much, much will be demanded." (Luke 12:48) The greater the trust, the greater the responsibility. The greater the responsibility, the greater the need for discipline.Self-control is the ability to govern what God has entrusted without abusing it.
It means:
· refusing to use authority for personal advantage
· resisting impulses that could damage what God has built
· choosing restraint when opportunities for compromise arise
· recognising accountability before God
Both Saul and David failed at times. Saul repeatedly allowed insecurity, jealousy, and pride to influence his decisions. David sinned grievously in the matter of Bathsheba. Yet one of the clearest demonstrations of David's character appears long before his failure. Twice he had the opportunity to kill Saul. The throne had already been promised to him. Most people would have considered it justified. Yet David restrained himself.
Why? Because he understood that God's promises do not need human shortcuts. That is stewardship. Many people destroy in moments what took years for God to build. A lack of self-control can damage relationships, ministries, careers, finances, and reputations.
Practically, self-control may mean:
· managing finances wisely rather than living recklessly
· controlling anger rather than wounding people with words
· maintaining sexual purity rather than gratifying temporary desires
· remaining humble when success increases
· staying faithful to God's standards when compromise appears easier
The world often asks: "What can I get away with?" Stewardship asks: "What best honours the One who entrusted this to me?" That mindset is what separates owners from stewards.
Together, Saul and David teach us that stewardship is not simply about receiving from God. It is about remaining faithful after receiving. Many people can reach the throne, but not everyone can carry it well. The blessing is the beginning of the test, not the end of it.

Conclusion: The Steward's Account
As we close today, let us remember something important: What God has prepared for His children far exceeds anything we can imagine. The blessings of God are not small. His plans are not limited. His purposes are not ordinary. Yet before we think about the blessings, we must remember the One who gives them.
God Himself is the greatest Steward of all. Throughout history, He has faithfully managed every promise, every covenant, every detail of our lives. He has never failed in His responsibility toward His children. Every blessing we receive is ultimately not a result of our faithfulness, but first of His faithfulness. The truth is that many of us will come into blessings we never deserved. Opportunities we did not earn. Favour we could not manufacture. Open doors we could never open ourselves. Not because we are great. But because God is faithful. The question is not whether God will remain faithful to His promises. The question is whether we will remain faithful with what He places in our hands.
One day every steward will give an account. Jesus illustrated this repeatedly in His parables. The faithful servants were rewarded not because they possessed much, but because they managed well what had been entrusted to them. Yet the wicked servant lost what he had because he failed to steward what was placed in his care.
This is why stewardship matters. We live in a generation that often thinks only about the present moment. We become consumed with temporary things—temporary success, temporary comfort, temporary recognition, temporary possessions. But we were never created merely for this life. We were created for eternity. How small-minded it would be to spend our entire lives pursuing things that will one day pass away while neglecting the eternal Kingdom that will never end.
Scripture reminds us that this life is but a vapour. Here today and gone tomorrow. So think bigger. Think wiser. Think eternally. The blessing is not the destination. The blesser is. Saul became attached to the throne and lost sight of God. David, despite all his failures, continually returned to the presence of God because he understood something profound: the blessing could never replace the One who gave it.
May we be a people who learn the same lesson. May we never become so captivated by what God gives that we stop depending on God Himself. May we learn to hold every blessing with open hands. May we remain faithful in abundance as we were in restraint. May we steward every opportunity, every responsibility, and every blessing for His glory. And when our journey is finished, when the Master calls us to give an account, may our greatest achievement not be what we accumulated, but that we remained faithful.
And may we hear those words every steward longs to hear: "Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful with little; I will entrust you with much. Enter into the joy of your Lord." So install this truth deeply within your heart and mind: Depend on the Blesser more than the blessing. Because the greatest reward of stewardship has never been what is placed in our hands.
It is the privilege of walking with the One to whom it all belongs.





